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THE 


Rabbinical LETTER 
I as follows. 
SIR, 


you for the m 


ry Penalty that was laid 


againſt e/us's Miracle of turning 
Water into Wine ; which, in my 
Opinion, you ſhould not have been 
Tſo heavily charged with; becauſe 
it was purely Cabaliſtical, and con- 
| tains in it nothing better or worſe, 
A 3 than 


on you for my Invective 


r 

than the Conceptions that we Jeus 
entertain of Jeſus and his Miracles: : 
I here ſend you my Thoughts on 


| the ſhort Account you have given 
| of the Antiquity of the allegorical 


Method of the I nterpretation of 
Scripture. 


. «tte 
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Vou, and the Fathers of your 
Church, are certainly in the right 
on't, to make it as old as Mgſes; 
agreeably to the Opinion that We 

Cabbaliſtical Jews at this Day enter- 
tain of it. If it was of later Date 
and Original, your Adverſaries are 
obliged to aſſign the Time when, 
and the Occaſion how ſuch a ſur- 
prizing and extraordinary Method of 
Interpretation was introduced into 


the Zewiſh Nation. 


It 


[7]. 


If our Anceſtors, in- the Days 
of God's inſpired Prophet, Moſes, 
heard of none but literal Senſes of 
the Law; and if neither he, nor 
God himſelf, ever intended they 
ſhould run into the allegorical 
Strain, I ask when, and what was 
that Incident, which turned the 
Heads of our ancient Nation ſo re- 
ligiouſly and devoutly to it? I can 
eaſily conceive how it came to paſs, 
that the Sect of the Caraites amongſt 
us Jews, who now adhere to the 
Letter, deſerted myſtical Interpre- 
tations; and why your Miniſters of 
the Letter have forſaken them: And 
that was, becauſe they don't reliſh 
nor apprehend thoſe divine Myſte- 
ries, which your and our ancient 
Allegoriſts ſo much talk'd of, as 


veiled and latent under the Law of 
Moſes. 


[9] 
Moſes. But if this be a good Rea- 
ſon, why they have forſaken the 
allegorical Method, it is a much 
better Reaſon why our Anceſtors, 


t of themſelves, {hould never have 


taken it up. And therefore it is 


plain to me, that God and Mo/es, 


upon the Inſtitution of the Law, at 
the ſame Time imparted the allego- 
rical Method, or it could never af- 
terwards, by Chance, have enter'd 
into the Heads of Men, who have 
hitherto diſcerned ſo little Uſe and 


Fruits of it. 


The Reaſon why God, by Mo/es, 
communicated to the 1/raelites, and 
by his Providence ſince, has kept 
up the Allegorical way of Interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures, was to pre- 


pare the World for the Reception of 
the 


121 


the Meſſiah, who was to be the Ac- 
compliſher of them in an Allegorical 
Senſe; and our Anceſtors according- 
ly ſo much exerciſed their Thoughts 
in divine and myſtical Contemplati- 
ons on the Law; becauſe they fan- 
cied they could W as through 
a Glaſs, darkly, attain to ſome 
glimmering Foreſight of the King- 
dom of the Mzfjah. For you muſt 
know, that our old Cabbaliſts held, 
(what your Fe/us undertook to ful- 
fil) that all Things that were writ- 
ten in the Law and the Prophets 5 
were, to a Tittle, Type and Pro- 
phecy of the Meſſiub, who would 
be ſo far the clear Fulfiller and Illu- 
ſtrator of them, as that Men would 
then ſee God Face to Face. And, 
to be Particular, they expected, in 


the firſt Place, that the Maſſiab 
.M would 


[ 10 ] 
would work the Redemption of his - 
Church after the ſame Manner, and 
by the like Signs and Wonders that 
Moſes wrought the Deliverance of 
the 1/raelizes out of Egypt. 
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Agreeable to theſe our old Opini- 
ons of the Scripture, and to our Ex- 
pectations of a Mefjah, did the Fa- 
thers of your Church endeavour to 
prove 7eſus's Meſſiahſbip, by an al- 
legorical Explication and Applicati- 
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i on of the Law and the Prophets to 
i him. But in as much as they la- 

ö bour'd in vain, proving little or no- 
| thing this way, to the Satisfaction of 
| 1 our old Jews; and in as much as 5 
N your Prieſthood have altogether gi- f 
. ven over this way of Proof, we per- 4 
i ſiſſt in our Disbelief of Jeſuss MU 


frahſhip, and expect another for the 


fore- 


CY 
* 


11 


foreſaid grand Purpoſes. Give me 


Leave here to make an Objection, 
founded on the concurrent and con- 
ſentient Opinions of your Fathers, 


and our Anceſtors, againſt the Me/- 
frahſhip of Feſus; which if your 


Prieſts can anſwer, agreeably to 
their united Opinions, they will not 
only make a Convert of me, but 
open a Door for the Converſion 
of our whole Nation. 


It is agreed between us Jeu, and 
you Chriſtians, ( excepting two or 
three modern Commentators) that 
the Words of Deuteronomy, xviii. 18. 
T will raiſe them up a Prophet from 
among their Brethren, like unto thee ; 
are a Prophecy of the Meæſſiab. From 
which Prophecy our Anceſtors look- 
ed upon Mqaſes as a Type of the 

B 2: Meſſiah 


| 12. ] 

Mzfjah in all Things; and expected 
that the Mzfjah, at his Coming, 
would, by way of Antitype, imitate 
and reſemble Mo/es in all the Hiſto- 
ry of his Life, juſt as Face an- 
{wereth to Face in a Glaſs, or as a 
Subſtance agrees to its Shadow. 
And I am well aſſured that the Fa- 
thers of your Church accordingly 
held and believed, what they endea- 
voured to prove, that there was an 
exact Similitude between Te/us in 
the Chriſtian Church, and Moſes in 
the Jewiſh. Now if your Prieſt- 
hood can perfect that Proof, and 
ſhew me, either in a literal or alle- 
gorical Senſe, an exact Reſem- 
blance, Correſpondence and Like- 
neſs between them, I muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity turn Chriſtian, It may be 
perhaps a Work of too large an 

| Extent, 


wu 


131 
Extent, for them to ſhew this Agree- 
ment between 7e/us and Maſes, in 
all and every Particular: I will be 
content therefore, if they can ſhew 
me a Similitude between them, in a 


ſmall part of Moe/es's Life; as for 


Inſtance, in the Hiſtory of Me/es's 


delivering the J1/raelizes out of 
Egypt. It was moſt expreſly the 
Opinion of our Anceſtors, that the 
Meſſiab would deliver his People 
from Bondage; and, if I forget 
not, from Roman Bondage; after 
the manner, and by the like Won- 
ders, that Moſes delivered his People 
from Egyptian. Jerome, a Father 
of your Church, has recorded this 
as the univerſal Opinion of our An- 
ceſtors, and therefore you have the 
leſs Reaſon to queſtion it. And 
agreeably to this Opinion of our 
| Ance- 


L 14 ] 
Anceſtors, the Fathers of your 
Church aſſerted, that Chriſk was 
ſuch a Meſſiah, and did deliver his 
Church from Roman Servitude ; at- 
ter the ſame Manner (in a Figure) 
that Mqſes delivered his 1/raelites out 
of Egypt. Nay, your Apoſtle Paul 
| ſeems to aſſert it; ſaying, Brethren, | 
T would not that ye ſhould be ig- 


noraut, how that all our Fathers 
were under the Cloud, and all pas- 
fed through the Sea, aud were all 
baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, 
and in the Sea. Now theſe Things 
were our Examples or Types. In 
which Words Paul apparently al- 
ludes to, and confirms the Opinion 
of our Anceſtors, which he had im- 
bibed before his Converſion; and 
i intimates, that 7e/us, whom he took 
I for the Mefiah, was working a Re- 
demption 
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demption of his Church, after the 
manner of the Deliverance of the 
Iſraelites out of Egypt. And fo 
did your Fathers underſtand theſe 
Words of Paul; and accordingly 
many of them labour'd to ſhew the 
Similitude between the 1/raelirifh 
and Chriſtian Redemption, in order 
to the Converſion of the eus. 
But they, it ſeems, labour'd in vain, 
ſhewing no tolerable nor viſible 
Likeneſs of this Sort between Teſs 


and Moſes; and therefore our Na- 


tion to this Day, continues in 
Disbelief of Jeſuss Meſſiaßſbip. 
However, we have not ſo pertinaci- 
ouſly rejected Jeſus s Meſſiaßhſbip, as 
not to give you Leave to reſume the 
old Argument of it, from his Like- 
neſs to Moſes in all Things. If your 
Prieſts can now ſhow a Likeneſs be- 
| tween 
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1 
tween them; if they can at this Day 
prove that T7e/ws wrought the like 


Miracles and Wonders (though in a 


figurative and allegorical Senſe) for 
the Redemption of his Church from 
Roman Servitude, as Moſes did for 
the Deliverance of the 1/7aelizes out 
of Egypt, we will grant him to be 
the Meſſiab, and will believe in 
him. But as we deſpair of ſuch a 
Proof, ſo we reaſonably perſiſt in 
our Disbelief of his Meſſiahſbip. 
Your Divines, indeed, becauſe of 
the foreſaid Prophecy in Deuterono- 
any, do talk of a Likeneſs between 


Moſes and Jeſus; but it is not at 


all agreeable to the Sentiments 1 
your Fathers, or the Expectations of | 
our Anceſtors, concerning the Me of- | 


frah's Similitude to Moſes. They tell 


us that 7e/us and Moſes were alike, 


becauſe 


171 


7 becauſe they wrought Miracles; but 
this will not do, till they prove a 
Likeneſs between their Miracles, as | 
to Number, Nature, Uſe and Cir- | 
: | cumflance. The Miracles that the | 
Meſſiah is to work, and which are to | 
prove his Meſſiaſſbip, muſt be of a | 
; ſimilar Nature, and to the like Pur- | 
\ = pole that Mo/es's were in Egypt, as 
L # our Anceſtors aſſerted, and your 
Fathers granted: But ſince no ſuch 


Similitude is ſhown to be between 
them, we diſown Jeſuss Meſiah- 
ib, and appeal to the Reaſon and 
Underſtanding of all indifferent 
Judges in the Controverſy, whether 
we are not in the right o on't for ſo 


doing. 


Thus, Sir, for the Uſe of your 
Clergy, have J formed an Objection 
C againſt 


. 


„ 
againſt Feſus's Meſſiahſbip; an Ob: 
jection that is founded on the con- 
current Opinions of our Anceſtors, 
and of your Fathers: And I ſhall 
with Longings and Impatience wait, 
till I hear what they have to ſay to 
it. The Objection, in my Opinion, 
abſolutely deſtroys Jeſus's Pretences 
to the Maſſabſbip, unleſs his Prieſts, 
by way of Anſwer to it, can prove 
the foreſaid Similitude between him 
and Moes; between the Miracles of 
the one, and the Miracles of the 
other ; between the Deliverance of 
the Jew7h, and the Redemption of 
the Chrifian Church, out of 


an Egypt. 


5 Jam thinking what your Clergy 
„ can ſay to the Objection. Will they 
* deny, that it was the Opinion of 
1 both 


[19 1 

both your Fathers and of our Ance- 
ſtors, that there ought to be ſuch a 
Similitude between the Mah and 
Moſes, as is before deſcribd ? That 
they can't do, becauſe of the innu- 
merable Teſtimonies to be produced 
out of them to confirm it. Will 
they then ſay, that it was a falſe and 
erroneous Opinion, which both an- 
cient Jews and Fathers entertained 
concerning the Mefjah? This ſurely 
they will not do; becauſe of the 
Conſequence, which charges the 
Apoſtle Paul himſelf (in the above- 
cited Place) and the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, with the groſſeſt Error and 
Miſtake, concerning Feſus and his 
Mzffahſhip : And yet I can't think 
they will ever give into the joint 
Opinion aforeſaid , of both Fews 
and Fathers; becauſe of the Impoſ- 
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[ 20 ] 

Ability of proving 7e/zs to be like 
Maßes in all Things, according to 
the literal Senſe of the Law, which 
they adhere to; and becauſe of the 
Improbability of doing it, in an al- 
legorical Senſe, after the way of 
their Fathers; or, in all this Time 
ſurely, the Matter muſt have been 
made out, to the Satisfaction and 
Converſion of our Nation. 


I long, I tell you, to hear what 
your Chriſtian Prieſthood will ſay 
to the Objection; which ſurely they 
will not let ſlip, without their Re- 
marks and Obſervations upon it, 


any more than my Objections a- 


gainſt the literal Story of ſome of 


Jeſus's Miracles. And this is your 


and my Comfort, that if you pub- 
liſh this preſent Objection againſt 


Feſus's 


121 1 
Jeſus's Meſſiaßſbip, the Clergy can't 
account it a ludicrous, prophane, 
and blaſphemous one (as they did 
my others) and ſo bring you again 
under Proſecution for it : No, it 
is a plain, ſerious, and reaſonable 
Objection, founded on ancient 
Fewiſh and Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity; and a pertinent, ſolid, and 
rational Anſwer, 1s expected to it. 


Now the Controverſ y about Je- 
ass Meſfhahſhip is thus far revived 
and commenced, let us, in God's 
Name, go on with it, till we come 
to a final Determination, either 
in the Demonſtration or Confu- 
tation of it. Your Clergy can't, 


I think, for Shame, any more in- 


terrupt the free Courſe of the Con- 
troverſy, which will make us Jews 


ſecretly 


L 22 ] 
ſecretly inſult and triumph over 
them; and not only confirm us in 
our Unbelief of Fe/us's Mefſrahſhip, 
but will occaſion others to deſert 


their Faith in him. 


It is a ſtrange Thing to conſider 
how your Prieſthood have, in theſe 
latter Ages, managed the Contro- 
verly between Jews and Chriſtians, 
all by themſelves; furiouſly diſpu- 
ting againſt Adverſaries, whom they 
will not allow with Impunity to 
ſpeak in their own Cauſe: So do 
they make God, who is to decide 
the Controverſy, like an unjuſt and 
partial Judge, that will hear only 
the Pleadings and Evidence on one 


fide of the Queſtion. 


But 


[ 23 J 
But your Clergy will fay, that in 
their Writings againſt the Tews, 
they make Objections for us, as 
well as Anſwers for themſelves, and 
that is ſufficient. Not fo, ſay I, 


unleſs their Objections were as good 


and ſtrong as we can make for our 
ſelves. But however, if your Di- 
vines ſo pleaſe, I will thus agree the 
Matter with them; 0/2. that they 
alone ſhall make Objections for us, 

if they'll let us alone to make An- 
ſwers for them; which is moſt juſt 
and equal ; and then the World 
ſhall behold the moſt pleaſant and 
comical Farce of a Controverſy , 
they ever were entertained with. 


I remember, that in my Letter 
you publiſhed againſt Fe/us's Reſur- 
rection, I promiſed the Controverſy 

be⸗ 


[ 24 ] 
tween the Jews and Chriſtians, by 
my Conſent, ſhould turn on that 
Miracle. Your Clergy, one or 
other of them, have anſwered that 
Letter; and fo might expect to hear 
of my Converſion, it I had no- 
thing to reply to them. My Reply 
you durſt not publiſh, for fear of 
worldly Tribulation, and ſo I am 
free from that Promiſe. But now 
that you have fortunately given me 
an Occaſion to make the more pro- 
per and ſubſtantial Objection againſt 
Jeſuss Meſſiahſbip, herein con- 
tained, I hope it will be freely and 
fully debated and conſidered, to the 
Determination of the Controverſy 
between us. So wiſhing you Health 
and Happineſs, I am yours, 


M N 
To 
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tian Bondage ; and that too, by the 


To which I ANSWER, 


Hough Feſus was not ſuch 
a temporal Deliverer as 
the Generality of the 
Jeus did vainly imagine 
the Meſſiaß ſhould be; yet Jeſus 
Chriſt did as truly, effectually and 
literally deliver the Chriſtian Church 
from Roman Servitude, as Maſes did 
the Children of Iſrael from Egyp- 


very ſame Means; viz. by working 
divine Miracles, that Chriſt delivered 
his Church. 


D Juſt 
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juſt immediately before our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour aſcended into Heaven, 
his Diſciples asked him, ſaying, 
Lord, wilt thou at this, Time reſtore 
again the Kingdom to Iſrael ? The 
Prophet Daniel having foretold that 
the Saints of the moſt High ſhould 
take the Kingdom, and poſſeſs the 
Kingdom for ever, even for ever 
and ever. Feſus anſwered, and ſaid 
unto them, it is not for you to know 
the Times or the Seaſons, which the 
Father hath put in his own Power. 
Chriſt does not here tell them he 
will not deliver them, but conceals 


the Time when. 


From unconteſted Hiſtory we 
know, that in the Time of Conftan- 
tine the Great, the Chriſtian Church 


was entirely freed from Roman Ser- 
vitude, 


2 


55 
vitude, and that the Saints of the 
Moſt High did poſſeſs the King- 
dom: That is, the Roman Empire 
became Chriſtian; the People be- 
ing convinced of the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, from the divine 
Miracles our bleſſed Saviour had 
wrought, when he was here upon 
Earth. But yet it is worth Obſer- 
vation, that God, in Deuteronomy, 
does not ſay, I will raiſe thee up a 
Deliverer lie unto Moles; but only 
ſays, I will raiſe thee up a Pro- 
phet /ike unto Moles; and a Pro- 
phet like unto Moſes, Feſus Chrift 
certainly was, and would have 


been, though his Church had con- 
tinued in Thraldom to this very 


| 
' 
[ 
| 


Day. 


D-2 How- 


1123 

However, a Spiritual Deliverance 
from Sin and Satan, the Church of 
Chriſt had gained before ; but now 
the Similitude between Maſes and 
Chriſt, appears very plain in a tem- 
poral Deliverance. It 1s true, the 
ancient Fathers of our Church, 
who wrote before the Time of 
Conftantine, could not ſet forth a 
temporal Deliverance; they there- 
fore inſiſted on a ſpiritual Delive- 
rance, a Deliverance from Sin and 
Satan, a Deliverance far ſurpaſſing 
all other Deliverances : But now, 
the Likeneſs between Moſes and 
Chriſt, appears very plain to every 
ſober Mind; Mz/es reveal'd the Will 
of God to Man, and ſo did Jeſus 
Chriſi; Moſes wrought Miracles to 
prove his divine Miſſion, and ſo did | 
3 ſts Chrift : Moſes by Miracles 
wrought 


FE 

wrought the Deliverance of the V 
raelites from Egyptian Bondage; 
and ſo did Fe/us Cbriſt, his Church 
from Roman and Diabolical Servi- 
tude. But ſure it is childiſh and 
filly to infiſt on an equal Number 
of Miracles, and on Miracles of 
the ſame Nature and Kind, to com- 
pleat the Similitude between Maſes 
and Chriſt; I therefore paſs it by 
with great Chantal and will ne- 
ver anſwer ſuch trifling Objections. 


As to allegorical Interpretations of 
Scripture; when they began, or how 
they began, or when they will end, 
I declare it, I don't know; but this I 
know, that Mo/es cannot be proved to 
be the Author of them; Preſumption, 
ſtrong Preſumption, lies the other 
way: Mo yes | in all his Writings, has 
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faid _— OY 4 R end | 
tations, nor hinted any ſuch Thing; 5 
not but that allegorical inte ntatk 


ons of the Old Teſtament may, 
and ought to be admitted, 5 


ſtamp'd by Divine An e but 
where no ſuch divine Authority ap- i 
* oy muſt be 3 


